
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RE: Oude Molen ‘Ecopark’ Heritage Site 
 
Subject: Plea for National Unity and the Restoration of Dignity for the Aboriginal Indigenous Peoples of South 
Africa 
 
Dear Honoured President,  
Deputy President,  
Premier,  
Mayor, and  
Respected Government Officials, 
 
I trust this message finds you in good health and high spirits. 
 
We, the Aboriginal Indigenous peoples of South Africa, humbly come before you as the custodians of this land, 
seeking justice and recognition of our rightful place in this country’s history and future. Our people, who have 
preserved the land and its heritage for generations, now find ourselves struggling to maintain our dignity, identity, 
and connection to the sacred grounds of our ancestors, such as Oude Molen. 
 
In this time of reflection, particularly during Heritage Month, we wish to express our deep concerns about the 
continuous erosion of our rights and the threat to our heritage. For centuries, our people have faced systemic 
marginalisation, and we are deeply troubled by the treatment we have received from the current government 
structures. It feels as though we are being pushed further to the margins, denied the right to live peacefully on and 
care for the lands of our forefathers. 
 
We do not know what transgressions we may have committed to deserve such treatment, and we extend our 
sincerest apologies if we have, in any way, caused offense. However, we must make it clear that we cannot continue 
to suffer under what feels like a continuation of apartheid-era policies. Our communities remain landless, voiceless, 
and deprived of basic opportunities, all while the cultural and historical significance of areas like Oude Molen is 
ignored or dismissed. 
 
Oude Molen Eco Village is a place of immense historical and spiritual value for our people. It is not suitable for low-
cost housing developments that will only serve to further disrupt the fragile ecosystem and dishonour the memory 
of our ancestors, who were imprisoned, oppressed, and burned alive at these very sites. We implore the government 
to respect these sacred grounds and protect them from being commercially exploited in ways that diminish their 
importance to our heritage. 
 
We acknowledge that our suffering has spanned more than four centuries. Yet, we do not seek retribution or 
conflict—we seek peace, unity, and the opportunity to coexist in this democratic nation with the same rights and 
freedoms extended to other indigenous groups, such as the Zulu. We ask, with humility, for forgiveness for any past 
misunderstandings and hope that the government will extend a hand of reconciliation to us as the First Nations of 
this land. 
 
Our plea is simple: allow us to live and thrive as the original custodians of South Africa, with the dignity and respect 
that we, too, deserve. Let us work together to restore our people’s dignity and preserve our sacred sites for future 
generations. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
We respectfully submit our counterproposal, which seeks to offer a constructive path forward for the protection of 
our heritage and the upliftment of our communities. We hope this will be considered with the seriousness and 
urgency it deserves. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you and receiving your support in addressing these critical issues. 
 
In the spirit of unity and in the Name of Ti Elotse, 
 
Kind regards, 
 
HRH Paramount Chief Aran Arendse of the Goringhaicona Royal House  
On Behalf of the South African Aboriginal Indigenous Peoples 
 


