
 

 

 

Letter
In terms of Section 27 of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Western Cape Government Department Of Infrastructure: Directorate: Programme – Special Projects with
POA granted to applicant
Cindy Postlethwayt
7 Ritchie Avenue
Kenilworth 7708
Cape Town
7708

SAHRIS Site: 38385
 

Thank you for submitting your application to the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) Built
Environment Unit (BEU) for comment as an Interested & Affected Party (I&AP)for the proposed development
at the Oude Molen Precinct. The proposed development is within close proximity to a National Heritage Site,
the South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) and falls with in the greater area of the Two Rivers Urban
Park (TRUP), which was nominated to the SAHRA for assessment for Grade I status. 

The Oude Molen Precinct has been identified by the Western Cape Government, custodian of the site, as a
potential site for re-development. The concept proposal is for a large scale, sustainable, residentially led,
mixed-use development, integrating education, affordable housing, public facilities and open spaces, while
providing equitable access to cultural heritage and natural reserves.

The following documents were uploaded to SAHRIS:

1. Draft HIA Oude Molen September 2024 for public comment_0
2021 06 09_OMP_DTPW formal response to OM TA EXCO letter 05 05 2021_F01
Annexure B1 Historical Background
Annexure B2 A historical background of Oude Molen Pinelands
Annexure C Socio-historical Impact Assessment, Oude Molen, August 2024
Annexure D1 Oude Molen VIA Final Report (2024-09-03)
Annexure D2 OMP_Trees & Shrubs Quality Survey r01
Annexure E2 2020 12 11_OMP_Building Due Diligence_SVA & O'Donoghue
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Annexure F Oude Molen Draft AIA September 2024
Annexure H1 2024 07 10 Dev Proposal for Heritage Assessment
Annexure H2 Landscape Framework Plan
Annexure H3 Draft Landscape Design Guidelines
Annexure I Oude Molen Socio-economic Impact Report 4 September 2024
OMP Open House Posters_18 September 2024
Oude Molen letter to Chand. May 2021
Oude Molen Precinct_Notice for comment in terms of Section 38 of the NHRA - 10 September 2024_0

1. Considering the condition of some of the buildings at the site and possible challenges to the
maintenance, the SAHRA agrees that action must be taken at the site in a combination of
maintenance, restoration and appropriate development. Development must be highly sensitive to the
site's heritage values. 

2. Previous studies have recommended retaining several buildings, while other studies have advocated
for demolition. The SAHRA maintains an opinion of that of appropriate development, which would
include restoration of majority of the existing buildings at the site, with a long term plan for sustainable
maintenance of these resources. Furthermore, the SAHRA advocates for the adaptive reuse strategies
of built heritage resources.

3. The SAHRA is in the process of assessing the heritage significance of the greater TRUP area, of which
the above mentioned site falls within. This case was referred to the SAHRA by Heritage Western Cape.
The SAHRA requests to be included on any proposed developments that may happen at this site. 

4. The Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport (DCAS) identified the TRUP as once of
the provinces Resistance and Liberation Heritage Route (RLHR) sites. The RLHR is a national
programme approved by Cabinet as part of a broader United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Convention African Liberation programme. The
SAHRA suggests that DCAS liaise with relevant stakeholders to ensure that planned development at
the site is aligned with above mentioned programme and does not detract from the RLHR significance
of the site. 

5. Heritage values of the site must be enhanced by sensitive development that highlight symbolic
representation, interpretation, access and safeguarding of relevant visual connections. Visual links to
Table Mountain, Lion's Head and other aspects of the TRUP should remain without any interruptions. 

6. Developments must be done in partnership with the Khoi and San communities to ensure the
intangible heritage values associated with the site are properly recognized and correctly interpreted. 

7. In developing the site, it is strongly advised that rainwater goods and supporting infrastructure be
implemented to mitigate negative environmental impacts to the landscape which is part of the broader
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sensitive cultural landscape. 

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

 
________________________________________
Lauren Buchanan
BEU Manager
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.org.za/node/354597
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