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In my capacity as a world-respected biological scientist and Research
Professor at the Department of Biological Sciences at the University
of Cape Town, as well as a long-standing (20+ years) client of Oude
Molen Stables, | would like to make a few succinct comments on the
proposed development of the Oude Molen Precinct. | will keep these
straight and to the point, to serve as complementary to the
comprehensive written submissions from Oude Molen Stables and
Oude Molen Eco Village Tenants’ Association (OMEVTA).
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Firstly, it saddens me to see what must be one of few post-apartheid
urban success stories being placed at the brink of destruction! The
Oude Molen Precinct is a place of healing, transformation and
belonging for peoples of widely diverse cultures, belief systems,
walks of life and backgrounds. It is a site where everyone feels a
sense of belonging and connection with Nature. There are very few
hubs such as these that draw visitors from all across Cape Town, and
unite residents from historically disadvantaged AND advantaged
areas under a common umbrella of experiencing the joys and peace
of Nature and self-recognition, where people share these
experiences — where people from diverse cultures come TOGETHER.
At Oude Molen, diverse communities come together as one, learning
from one another’s past experiences, perspectives, value systems
and skills, and sharing newly built relationships, experiences, joys,
sadnesses, life skills, vocations, hobbies and dreams. It is a place of
physical and mental healing and calm, a place where little children
can meet and learn about farm life (chickens, horses, vegetable
farming etc. — all too few opportunities still remain for our city
children to experience and learn in these ways). It is a haven for the
ill (mentally and physically ill, including recuperating hospital
patients). It is an oasis of safety and calm, beautiful views and fresh
air, easily accessible to diverse communities in surrounding areas - a
place for escape from the chaotic bustle, stresses and rush of
modern city life. Do we really have the authority to destroy all this
under the premise that a few apartment blocks and businesses can
be accommodated? | would argue that there are numerous other
sites where such buildings could be erected and new centres
developed to serve these people-centered purposes — sites that do
not currently already fulfil community and human-nature needs and
services. Surely we should be aiming to protect and enrich what is
already in place at Oude Molen rather than tearing it all apart and
putting e.g. Maitland Garden Village at risk of gentrification and
conflict?

My vision for Oude Molen would be a precinct that serves ALL
communities rather than benefiting certain land owners and
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businesses only. A place that provides seamless connectivity
between urban (Oude Molen Precinct) and environment (quoting
from https://www.westerncape.gov.za/department-of-
infrastructure/oude-molen-precinct-recently-asked-questions, this is
“the wider open space between the built area and the Black River
which is zoned open space and owned by the City of Cape Town”. |
envisage a place where children (especially those from nearby
communities and limited by transport and funding) can receive
environmental education, a place where the elderly from the
surrounds can potter in safe community-led open spaces that extend
into “the wider open space”, a place where small, locally-owned
businesses can flourish and uplift the (on the most-part poor) people
already living in and around the Oude Molen precinct. A place for
crafts, a place for sports, a place where people from across the
spectrum and across age groups can gather and share in the beauty
that the area provides. A place right on the edge of the wetlands that
are filled with rich bird and aquatic life, and where spring flowers
flourish annually. An area where healing horses and horse riding
opportunities abound, an area where magnificent mountain views
are still open for all to enjoy. So much opportunity exists to make this
into a truly magical community-led initiative - surely this is what the
new South Africa is all about?

Environmental pointers:

Confusing as it is that no environmental impact assessment has been
undertaken and that environmental concerns are being hidden
beneath complex layers of the HIA, | will now deal with a few short
points in this regard, noting that further consultation is urged with
respect to the current DFFE processes in place.

It is of great concern to me that of the 9 factors identified as key risks
to the Biodiversity of our city in “The City of Cape Town Biodiversity
Report 2018”, the proposed development of the Oude Molen
Precinct poses major risks to the affected areas in at least SIX of
these categories, namely urbanisation, inappropriate fires, invasive



species, crime, hydrology (changes to flow into and through the
wetland adjacent to the Oude Molen urban precinct) and pollution.

As a qualified zoologist with ornithological research experience, as
well as a keen birder in my spare time, and as an international Lead
on Biodiversity at the science-policy interface, | contest the
statements made in “answers to frequently asked questions” (source
below) that “The Site is not a declared conservation worthy area....
There are no environmental triggers and sensitivities on Oude Molen
as confirmed by the Department of Environmental Affairs and
Development Planning in 2022.The site has been transformed and
therefore no endangered vegetation species are found on-site.”

The scientific facts are that Oude Molen and the adjacent area
leading to the Black River, provide breeding, feeding and roosting
habitat for numerous bird species and serve as home and migration
corridors to a wide variety of indigenous bird species. In an
environmental oasis in the midst of a large city threatening our
natural ecosystems, these are important ecological functions! The
potential of the area to attract diverse avifauna has been well
illustrated in the return of birdlife to the greenbelt following clean-
up and rehabilitation drives in the area over the past decade: these
include waders (such as avocet, flamingo, African spoonbill),
migrants such as the uncommon crab plover and the white-throated
swallow, waterbirds such as white-faced whistling duck, Cape teal,
yellow-billed duck, African black duck, birds of prey such as jackall
buzzard (which are now breeding within the Oude Molen precinct
itself), black sparrowhawk and steppe buzzard, amongst a myriad of
other bird species (pintailed whydah, southern red bishop, yellow
bishop (Cape widowbird)), to mention just a few.

It is also noteworthy that the Oude Molen area contains High and
Medium Faunal Sensitivity Areas (see Figure 2, Helme (2016) of the
“Summary or Environmental Structuring Elements, Two Rivers Urban
Park” report 2018), Critical Wetland Biodiversity Areas (Figure 1,
SANBI (2016), same report refers), and areas demarcated to be of
Medium and High Botanical Sensitivity (Figure 3, Helme 2016, same



report refers). Oude Molen as well as the larger sub-area is home to
IUCN Red-listed species including the ENDANGERED Leopard Toad
(Sclerophrys pantherina), the NEAR-THREATENED Cape dwarf
chameleon and the NEAR-THREATENED African clawless otter (Aonyx
capensis). These alone warrant specific conservation attention and
careful management. Noteworthy is the fact that Leopard Toad and
Cape Chameleon live and breed within the urban Oude Molen
Precinct and not only in the adjacent “wider open space”.

I’d like to conclude with the following extracts from the most recent
Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,
2019, in which | served as a lead-author
(https://ipbes.net/news/global-assessment-summary-policymakers-
final-version-now-available):

“Nature across most of the globe has now been significantly altered
by multiple human drivers, with the great majority of indicators of
ecosystems and biodiversity showing rapid decline... Human actions
threaten more species with global extinction now than ever before.
An average of around 25 per cent of species in assessed animal and
plant groups are threatened ... suggesting that around 1 million
species already face extinction, many within decades, unless action is
taken to reduce the intensity of drivers of biodiversity loss.” These
are certainly sobering thoughts to be borne in mind during our
deliberations over the proposed developments under review, and
emphasize the importance of accounting for BOTH humans AND
nature, and the multitude of positive ways they interact. Oude
Molen has so much promise in this regard, please let us co-design it
TOGETHER.



Extract referred Oude Molen Precinct recently asked questions |
Department of Infrastructure

https://www.westerncape.gov.za/department-of-
infrastructure/oude-molen-precinct-recently-asked-questions

. Impact of development on biodiversity and ecology

The Oude Molen site comprises the built area adjacent to Alexandra
Road. It does not include the wider open space between the built
area and the Black River which is zoned open space and owned by the
City of Cape Town. The Site is not a declared conservation worthy
area, and it is within a built urban context.

There are no environmental triggers and sensitivities on Oude Molen
as confirmed by the Department of Environmental Affairs and
Development Planning in 2022.

The site has been transformed and therefore no endangered
vegetation species are found on-site.

Any development proposals will carefully consider the interface
between Oude Molen and the Black River Corridor to mitigate any
potential negative impacts; and appropriate open spaces will be
included in the redevelopment portions of the Oude Molen site. Policy
and legislative prescripts will be adhered to; and mitigation measures
will be proposed, where appropriate and applicable. In reference to
possible wildlife on the Site such as the Western Leopard Toad,
relevant mitigation design measures will be considered in this regard,
as appropriate.
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